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I SLAITD , WASH. , AUGUST 12, 1895. 

(Interviewed by Richard Rathbun) . 

A. I dont see why they coul i?  no t  rig up a 

t r ap  on  the r e e f s  somewhzt a f t e r  the  fashion o f  

the  r ee f  ne t .  

Q. The main thing is the f i s h i n g  r i g h t s  
c about t h i s  island, and what h?.s beendone i n  

t h a t  way? 

A .  Well, t!iere has not b e e n  anything done 

i n  t h e  tray, l i n e  mti! l a s t  year. There w a s  a 

t r ap  p u t  i n  a t  Lopez Islznd and was p u t  i n  out 

of  the run o f  the  f i s h  e n t i r e l y  and did  not 

catch any f i s h .  

Q. Whereabouts on Lopez was it? 

A. On the in s ide  of Lopez Landing. It 

is on the  w e s t  s i d e  of  Lopez Island i n  G r i f f i n  

Bay, a short d i s t ance  above the Indian reserva- 

t i o n ;  and the t r aps  they have nor a r e  on the 

Soutimest s i d e  off Ket t le  Point .  That is a 

r e se rva t ion  also. Their nets  a r e  not on the 

r eaemat ibn ,  but j n a t  t o  the west of I t .  
v 

Mr. D8vl.in has ca;lght a great number of fish, 
0 
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but he does not want anybody t o  knoT how many 

f i s h  he  is p u t t i n g  up.  

l oca t ion  t o  catch salmon. 

I t  i s  a very good 

Q. Do they go up between San Juan and 

Lopez Island? 

A .  !To; very few f i s h  go through the pass .  

They s p l i t ,  and some zo up one s ide  and some 

the  other .  

Q. what r i g h t s  does a have t o  acquire 

here t o  s e t  a t rap?  

A. Well, as near a s  I underst?.p., Ile has 

t o  ge t  a l ea se ;  t h z t  i s ,  he has got  a l i c e n s e  

from the S ta t e ,  and then %e can go ahead. 

Q. And t h i s  ma?, you say, has driven 

p i l e s  t!iere? 

A .  Y e s ,  I unclerstand t h a t  some men a r e  

d r iv ing  p i l e s  r ig? i t  i n  froEt of Devlin 's  trap. 

Q. You dont know !loa f a r  f r o m  i t? 

A. No. 'Die t raps  shoulci be 2400 f e e t  

apa r t  p a r a l l e l ;  and then they can only have them 

-- w e l l ,  I dont knoa how long, but according t o  

law they can o n l y  d r ive  about h a l f  a mile, and 

then they can go 600 f e e t  .out from that anti then 

d r ive  another  trap.  This t r a p  o u t  here, he is 

o n l y  taking sockeyes now, but he catches l o t s  of 



m 

o t h e r  fish, and doc f i s h  -- h e  caught n o r e  6og  

fish tliazn h e  d i d  salmon a t  f irst  O f  course 

he threw t ' len oaerboerd.  He ruts his scow 

r ig35  & o n p i . d e  t 3 e  poi, snd o r  course  he h ~ s  t o  

throw everything t h a t  is  i n  the n e t  i n t o  t h e  

scow, . -  _ _  2 s  he c a r n o t  sort t h e m  over, 

as i t  mould tal-,? too  rn.icl1 t h e .  The c:og f i s h  

eat  up t h e  salmon 8 g r e e t  deal i n  the  t r a p s .  

Q. He c?oes n o t  can. t h e  ?i-mpbec!rs? 
c 

A .  ?To, no t  a t  a l l .  If fie c a m o t  sell 

them h e  throws them arra7. 

2000 fish t h e r e  a l t o p  tiier. 

&. vel-!-, I r,laced t,hlt?lll l n s s  thar1 t h a t ;  but 

the nain questic?.-i t h e r c  is  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
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A. Yes, i t  is a Srea t  d e s t r a c t i o n ,  and 

tlien a n o t h e r  t f i i rg ,  it lmoc!:s t!le f i s h e m e n  out. 

e x ? e r i ~ e n t e d  7 v  it11 t,!:is season :*.rere a l l  r i g h t ,  

ant: on t h e  Fraser River tile:: c?re giviilig all the 

way f x m  15 t o  25 c e n t s  a p i e c e  for soc'zeye 

pounds; snC? o n  t!ie Colu-.??iB last season l;!ie:r 

yaid.  5 c e n t s  a po~ind ,  1i?-e  aeig!it,  just 2 s  they 
1, 

ought t o  rn2':e mone17 a t  25 o r  40 c z n t s  for these 

fish,  because t!?F:y are just F S  s o o d  a f i s h  and 

br inz  just 2s h i C 1  a p r i c e  i r ~  the market- 

&. You mere snealtrinG o f  the f i s h i n ?  ~ 1 2 c e s  

that ~ o u l d  serve f o r  t r a y s ;  are they all taken 

UP t 

A.  Y e l l ,  around Loyez t!ie;: twe. I ctont 

knovJ abo3t  this island. I thin!: $!let Salmon 

B 3 n k s  is t h e  o n l y  y l s c e  they caz put- t raps  Ihere; 

t ha t  i s  where MY. D e v l i n ' s  t ra?  is. There mas 

a fisherman ou t  ? l i e  o t h e r  nic3t w i t h  o-ne of  



s e e  i f  they c o u l d  ,ret  25 c e n t s  n - i e c e  f o r  t h o s e  

sockeyes  they  coulc! rral-_s sone  r?one~-. T i l i s  

f e l l o l -  he re  !i3d salmon p ' o ~ m  t o  5 c e n t s  a p i e c e  

et f i r s t ,  but  he is u? t o  10 celzts now; that  i s  

buying rroy t h e  I n d i a n s .  There is anot l le r  tran 

a t  Roc he Herbor  t:iat Mr. Gross oans, Z X ?  h e  

made E c o n t r a c t  'vith :1iT c o  Take 5,000 Tis11  a 

day, an6 the;r y z i d  5 ce i i t s  a y i e c e ;  t h a t  is  f o r  
I. 

t h s t  s m s o n ,  o f  socke-ges, 5ut Gross 's  tray, lias 

n o t  caulfihf- m y  fish. 

Q. Before  t h e  cmner:: s t a r t d  here  what 

mas  don^ w i t k  the fish t hz t  Tirere t aken?  

only cau,Tht w i m t  theP c o u l d  use and sell. There 

mas P f e l l o n r  o n  S t e v a r t  I~ , lanr i ,  a Gennari, wllo 

u s e d  t o  p u t  uy about, 100 b a r r e l s  every s e z s o q  

s a l t  thex down. And, b:'-t!ie-!Ira:T, T h o m s  Bros. 

have a her r ing  iiic?-us t r : r  on Wzldron I s land .  The:r 

snoke  t h e m  and 50.u then up and s h i p  them t o  

' F r i s c o  and all arotmd. 

Q. H3.t.e aou e v e r  e a t e n  then?  

A. O h ,  yes. @e used t o  hznd ie  t h e m  f o r  

m d +  sexl. t h e i  t o  San F r a n c i s c o .  
I 



&. D i d  you e v e r  h a x  any  t rouble  in hand- 

l i n y  ther?? 

A.  Oh, no. They zrc, R c k e q  fish, o f  

course- %om?.s i s  r i q h t  f r o n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  

C O S S ~ ,  and that  i s  a!lere h e  l earned  the business 

end h e  says  these here compare ver:: f avorab ly  

w i t 1 1  the eastern fish, if ziot b e t t e r ,  becmse  

t3e.r aye v e r r  fa , t .  

Q. But t h e r e  has been :TO s a l t e d  salzon 

put, nr, here before? 

A .  Yo; n o t  here z t  Fric'iay Hzrbor. 

Q. Mr. Devlin vzs s a y i n r  t h a t  liis sFr in$  

salmorr he sen t  t o  S e a t t l e .  

A. Yes, he senr? s t!lem t o  S e a t t l e ,  They 

a re  s e n t  r i E h t  back east  i n  c o l +  s tora-e ,  and 

f i s h  t o  c m ,  3.1 t he s a l s  t h e  l i : ; l r t  c o l o r  knocks 

t h e m  out  B in the m a r k e t .  I voul2 just e s  soon 
Y 

e a t  them %res5  2 s  soc!Ce:rc. I took one out i n  

the country t h e  o t h e r  d.a;r an8 i t  neighed 40 lbs. 

&. O f  course, t h e  cannery i5 a great th ing  

Tor t h e  p l a c e  here. 

A .  Oh, y e s ;  t h z t  is  r i g h t  enouch; that i s  

f o r  t h e  time being. I think, however, i f  they 

t;!zer: $0 pu' o u t  traps i t  F i l l  o n l y  be i: 
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mat ter  o f  time u n t i l  they hEY.-E! then cleaned ou t ,  

+ 8 s  the:' are i n  the ColwThia. I'!Iet i s  where 

Devliri w d e  his s take,  f i s h i n n  09 the  Colurrbia, 

an<- h e  got the fisl-rermen jewin:: him down tirrere 

and. s o  kl? quit:snci came uy here. They dont 

want t o  ~ P ' J  t!ie p o o r  Piske2m1s~1 a rYasoT1able 

p r i c e  f o r  ;lis f i sh ,  h u t  7mnt t o  Set t l l m  f o r  

nothing. %le s i l v e r  sides and t h e  cohos  w i l l  

r u ~  u y  soon, and one o f  these Inc!icns i s  over  

here  t ry ing  t o  Get a m n t r a c t  vit:? Devlin t o  

pay  him 10 Tents 211 arouncl f o r  thm. I t  is  E 

h o r r i b l e  s lauyhter  o f  f ish,  t!iose t r q s  are. 

&. Have you beezi o u t  t o  t!lese t r a y s  a t  

a l l ?  

A .  170; my b r o t h e r  TES t e l l i n , -  me & o u t  i t .  

Q. Do they come i n  c lose t o  the shore? 

A .  No; the:r a r e  way out .  I third: the 

o u t s i d e  o f  t!le tray! i s  ove r  a n i l e  !?or? t5e  

s:qor.e, an{? Deyrlin saii: if lie h a d  %yood luck 

catc"in7 "ish tllis :rear h e  m s  j u s t  -oinc t o  

run T r i % h  t!lat t r a y  o u t  thpre a."CJ. enlarge  his 

cannery 

Q. Do gou do trny s y o r t  r i s h i n g  for szlmon 
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l o t s  o f  s y o r t .  

Q. A t  n’iat ti= ? 

A .  The l e t t e r  T a r t  o f  t:lis nontll. “ h e y  

are  jus t  startiny ir? stbout now. 

Q. Tnt are t h e y ?  

A. That is  the ci iho;  t h e y  a r e  t _” l~  on ly  

f i s h  tlzat b i t e  or? f,:i2 hook, exceyt, t h e  s p r i n g  

salmon, but there  is n o t  Sb m a n y  of the:-! around. 

The col.io is the  rnsin o3e.  

Q. Do you ;et t h e  steelheacl here? 

A. I dont t5i.yk. The:: r x i y  be stcelhcacf 

here ,  %ut I c l o n t  tlzidzl: so .  T!iere a r e  l o t s  o f  

the2 on the  Columbia R i v e r .  


